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South Florida’s population and economy
are dependent on an adequate and reliable

supply of water. The SFWMD is responsible
for allocating water supply to all users (except
single family/duplex supply wells). With over
37,000 wells and 15,000 surface water 
withdrawal facilities, the District allocates
more water than 43 states in the nation.
That’s over 14 billion gallons per day. In
addition to providing water for 6 million 
residents, the allocated water also serves a
$3.5 billion annual agricultural market and
thousands of acres of landscape and recreational
lands. These consumptive allocations are
managed in conjunction with the protection 
of water supplies for natural habitat for fish,
wading birds and other wildlife and the 
environment. In order to protect these vast and
reliable resources, it is necessary to accurately
monitor the water use of permit holders.

What is water use
accounting and to
whom does it apply?
Pursuant to Chapter 40E-2 of the Florida
Administrative Code, permittees with monthly

water use of 3 million gallons or more
(15 million gallons in the South Dade
Agricultural Basin) must measure their

water consumption and regularly report 
it to the District. In addition, they must
recalibrate their water use accounting

facilities every five years. Facilities that 
withdraw water only for agricultural

freeze protection do not require
calibration, recording or accounting.

Applications for new permits or permit
renewals must include documentation of the
applicant’s water use accounting methods.
Prior to the use of any authorized withdrawal
facility, the approved water use accounting
methods must be operational and the initial
calibration submitted to the District.

How do I satisfy 
the accounting
requirements?
• Record on a monthly basis the amount of

water withdrawn from each permitted
facility (each well, pump or surface water
structure). This is done on forms provided
on the District’s web site,
http://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page?_pageid=
734,1456592,734_1456373&_dad=portal
&_schema=PORTAL or by the certified
calibration professional. Withdrawals should
be reported as million gallons per month.

• Report the monthly withdrawal information
for each withdrawal facility to the District on
a quarterly basis (4 times per year) by 
electronic transmittal or by mailing the 
completed forms described above to the
address specified in the permit.

• Use measurement methods that are reliable
and repeatable.

Calibrate the recording method or device 
prior to initiating water use and then every 
5 years thereafter, ensuring that measured
withdrawals are accurate within +/-10 percent.

The South Florida Water
Management District
is a regional, governmental
agency that oversees the
water resources in the
southern half of the state. It
is the oldest and largest of
the state’s five water
management districts.

Our Mission is to manage
and protect water resources
of the region by balancing
and improving water
quality, flood control,
natural systems, and water
supply.

Water Use Accounting
Requirements
Guidelines for Permittees



SERVICE CENTERS

Big Cypress Basin/Naples
239-597-1505
Broward
954-713-3200
Florida Keys (Plantation Key)
305-853-3219 or 800-464-5067
Lower West Coast
239-338-2929 or 800-248-1201

South Florida Water Management District
3301 Gun Club Road
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406
561-686-8800 • FL WATS 800-432-2045
www.sfwmd.gov

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 24680
West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680

Martin/St. Lucie
772-223-2600 or 800-250-4100
Miami-Dade
305-377-7274 or 800-250-4300
Okeechobee
863-462-5260 or 800-250-4200
Orlando
407-858-6100 or 800-250-4250
Palm Beach County
561-682-2283 or 800-432-2045
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WATER USE ACCOUNTING REQUIREMENTS – GUIDELINES FOR PERMITTEES

Is water use reporting a new
requirement?
Water use accounting has been a requirement on water use 
permits issued by the District since 1994. The District has started
the cycle of irrigation basin renewals where all individual irrigation
permits are evaluated, renewed and/or modified. This is being
done on a staggered basis beginning in the Upper East Coast area
in 2004 and concluding in the Kissimmee Basin in 2008. During
this period, over 3,100 irrigation permits will be evaluated.
Virtually all of these permits were issued prior to 1994. For 
basin maps, go to www.sfwmd.gov/org/wsd/wu_renewals/pdfs/
basinmapsall.pdf

How do I measure water use?
Flow measurement systems within the District boundaries can be
broadly divided into two categories, flow through closed conduit
pumping systems and flow through “others,” such as structures or
open channel flow.

Various methods for measuring water use are employed in agricultural,
industrial and public water supply applications. Typical methods
include various types of flowmeters, clocks that totalize pump 
operations and rated water control structures. Procedures and
equipment have been compiled by the District into a water use
accounting and calibration handbook. The goal was to develop a
comprehensive list of all acceptable methods for measuring flow
from groundwater sources (such as pumps and pipes) and from
surface water sources (such as weirs, pumps and culverts). 
Permittees should refer to this handbook when choosing a 
flow measurement method.

What is calibration?
To calibrate is to check, standardize or adjust systematically the
graduations of a measurement instrument. In reference to flow
measurement, the object of calibration is to compare an existing
flowmeter to a known absolute standard device.

Calibration to meet +/- 10 percent accuracy is an important 
component of the new accounting requirements. To help achieve
this, the District has developed a program to coach individuals in
providing standardized methods for the calibration of permitted
water use facilities.

A calibration professional will have the skills and training to:

• Calibrate each withdrawal facility

• Provide recommendations regarding the structural integrity of the
withdrawal facility to assure accurate measurement of flow

• Equip the permittee with skills to accurately measure withdrawals
and report them to the District

How do I obtain the services 
of a calibration professional?
The District has compiled a list of local vendors providing flow
measurement services. A list can be obtained from the SFWMD
web site at www.sfwmd.gov.

Can I calibrate my flow
measurement device/method
myself?
Yes, you may calibrate the flow measurement device. However,
gravity flow systems requiring water control structure rating curves
must be certified by a registered Florida Professional Engineer.

Will this information be used to
charge me for the amount of water
I use or reduce my allocation?
No, the purpose for accurate measurement of water use is to obtain
information for planning purposes in order to ensure adequate
water supply for the region.

Can I report my own water use
accounting data?
Yes. Your calibration professional will ensure your ability to 
accurately record and report withdrawal information.

The SFWMD has prepared a handbook to assist with flow 
measurement and calibration compliance, and is scheduling 
workshops to discuss standard water use accounting methods 
and calibration procedures.


